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Providing Hope, Healing, 
and Community for 25 Years

1212 Veterans Drive, Ste. 100
Traverse City, MI 49684

After losing our only son to 
suicide, we had no roadmap 
through the fog of grief. 
Michael’s Place helped us 
find light - and a way to 
breathe again.  

- Michael, Program Participant



OUR MISSION 

Michael’s Place serves the 
bereavement needs of the greater 
community through support, 
advocacy, and education.

OUR BOARD & STAFF 
Board of Directors

Karen Browne, President 
Judy Harrison, Vice President 
Gretchen Overbeek, Secretary 
Doug Morgenstern, Treasurer 
Don Alford, Trustee
Mindy Buell, Trustee 
Chris Dennos, Founder, Trustee
Erin Anderson Whiting, Trustee

Michael’s Place Staff

Mindy Buell, Executive Director/CEO 
Connie Wintzinger, Development Director 
Kristi Spencer-Nemec, Grief Services Director 
Melissa Dunklow, Grief Services Coordinator 
Sarah Schultz, Grief Services Coordinator 
Elizabeth Boomer, Community Partnership Coordinator 
Pam Jones-Robinson, Communications Coordinator 
Stacey Korycki, Office Coordinator

OUR VALUES 

•	Create a Safe Space 
•	Support with Respect 
	 and Care
•	Embrace Growth 
• Lead with Integrity 
	 and Authenticity
• Inspire a Compassionate 
	 Culture

Dear Friends, 

It is an honor to present the Annual Report for July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, 
a year made especially meaningful as Michael’s Place celebrates 25 years. 

For a quarter of a century, this organization has stood as a steady, compassionate 
presence for those grieving a loss across northern Michigan. What began as a small, 
heartfelt vision has grown into an unwavering community of support, healing, 
and hope. We extend special gratitude to our founder, Chris Dennos, whose kindness 
and enduring dedication continue to guide Michael’s Place.

Our work with children and teens remained a cornerstone of our efforts. Through in school grief support groups 
offered across 8 counties, we continued to meet students where they are, providing a safe space to navigate the 
complex emotions of loss. These groups reflect the heart of our 25 year legacy: showing up for young people, 
from preschool through high school, when they need it most. At the same time, our adult programs continue to grow, 
highlighting the continued need for accessible grief support across all ages.

We strengthened our volunteer program, expanding and preparing the dedicated team that makes our work possible. 
Their commitment, along with the essential support of donors- many of whom invest in our mission through multi-year 
commitments- provides the stability Michael’s Place needs to walk alongside our grieving community year after year. 
This generosity ensures that every on site grief support program remains available at no cost. As a result, Michael’s Place 
delivered nearly 5,000 direct service interactions across 17 counties, each one a reminder of why our mission matters.

You are part of the community that has carried Michael’s Place through 25 years, and will carry us forward for many 
more. Together, we are building a future where no one grieves alone, where compassion is shared freely, and where 
hope continues to grow.

We extend our deepest gratitude for your trust, your generosity, and your steadfast belief in the importance of this work.

Warm regards, 

Mindy Buell, CEO 
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A LETTER FROM THE CEO



25 Years of Impact: Milestones 
That Shaped Michael’s Place

A SHARED VISION
Inspired by founder Chris Dennos, local leaders came together to imagine a dedicated space 
offering comfort, connection, and compassionate care for grieving children and families.  
Their collective vision becomes the foundation of Michael’s Place.  

FOUNDING OF MICHAEL'S PLACE
In 2001, Michael’s Place opened as the region’s only dedicated bereavement center. What began 
as a small, community-driven response to an unmet need has grown into a trusted and enduring 
source of hope and healing for individuals and families navigating loss.

SCHOOL-BASED INITIATIVE BEGINS
In response to multiple student deaths that deeply affected our region, Michael’s Place launched
its School-Based Initiative, transforming a single request into an ongoing commitment to helping
schools navigate grief and build connection, hope, and resilience.

COMPASSIONATE WORKPLACE INITIATIVE
A request from a local business inspired a new service area caring for grieving employees.
Through compassionate policies, practical tools, and leadership guidance, Michael’s Place 
helps equip employers to foster an environment where employees feel understood, supported, 
and able to remain effective within their role.

CHILDHOOD BEREAVEMENT CHANGEMAKERS
In 2022, Michael’s Place joined the Childhood Bereavement Changemakers led by 
Judi’s House/JAG Institute, becoming part of a national effort to advance best practices in 
childhood grief support. The data informed tools and evaluation methods gained through 
this partnership continue to guide our programming today, strengthening the quality and 
impact of the services we provide.

WRITING THROUGH LOSS FOR EDUCATORS
Following a school tragedy, Michael’s Place partnered with Oxford Community Schools to 
launch the pilot program, Writing Through Loss for Educators. This program creates a supportive 
space for educators to process grief, strengthen connections, and begin their own healing while 
continuing to support their students.

A GROWING COMMITMENT TO SCHOOLS CONTINUES
As demand for school based grief support grows, so has the reach and sustainability. 
Michael’s Place has expanded partnerships with schools across the region, providing grief 
support, strengthening school culture, and reaching more students, educators, and communities. 
This growth transformed the School-Based Initiative into a sustainable, revenue generating 
program, ensuring its long-term impact and demonstrating schools’ deep commitment to 
addressing childhood bereavement.
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of in-house support services are provided 
at no cost to the individuals and families served.

PEER-FACILITATED SUPPORT GROUPS 
Support groups provide a caring, supportive space for those navigating 
grief. With guidance from trained facilitators, participants can share their 
experiences, connect with others who understand, and find comfort in 
knowing they are not alone. 

PEER NAVIGATION 
The Navigation Program provides short term, compassionate support
for those grieving. Peer Navigators listen, build trust, and help identify 
needs, while connecting individuals with Michael’s Place services and 
community resources.

ROBIN’S NEST 
This monthly, activity-based program is designed to support grieving
children and their families through meaningful “Best Day” experiences.
Each activity creates opportunities to strengthen connections, make
lasting memories, and rediscover moments of joy together.

WORKSHOPS & SPECIAL EVENTS

COMMUNITY OUTREACH SERVICES
Empowering communities through support and education.

SCHOOL-BASED INITIATIVE 
Michael’s Place provides support and guidance 
to school communities through: 

	 •	 In-school support groups for elementary, 
		  middle, and high school students grieving 
		  a death. 

	 •	 Guidance and training for schools to develop 	
		  Grief Crisis Plans.

	 •	 Aftercare support following the death of a 
		  school community member.

	 •	 Grief Education for faculty and staff. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
Customized training and presentations tailored 
for community groups and organizations on 
grief-related topics. 

COMPASSIONATE WORKPLACE
Michael’s Place provides support and education to 
businesses and organizations that have experienced 
a death within their workplace.  

Michael’s Place has shown 
us that grief support is not 
just important — it’s essential 
to the well-being of our 
school community.

Scott Akom, Superintendent, 
McBain Rural Agricultural Schools

100% 

IN-HOUSE PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
Providing hope, healing, and community for those grieving.

•	 Mindful Self-Compassion & Grief 
•	 Create-A-Keepsake 
•	 Hands-On Healing 
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•	 Adult Social Events
•	 Educational and Creative Workshops
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Your Impact: A Year of Support
Grief can feel isolating, but this year, our community showed that no one 
has to face it alone. Through your generosity and compassion, children, teens, 
and adults found support, understanding, and hope amid loss. Behind every 
number is a person, a family, and a story. Together, we’re creating a community 
where healing is possible and every grieving heart is met with care.

0706

NO COST IN-HOUSE SUPPORT

IN 2025-2026 FISCAL YEAR, 
MICHAEL'S PLACE PROVIDED:

1,193
Grief support interactions 

with students across our region

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

620
Grief education and support service provisions 

to workplaces and community members 

4,953 
Direct service provisions to

grieving children, teens, and adults

1,286
Grief support 
opportunities

17
Counties with grief

support services

2,289 244
New participants 

with first-time care 

582
Participant engagements 

through the 
Robin’s Nest Program

ACROSS ALL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Direct service provisions 
to grieving children, 

teens, and adults
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Grief is one of the most universal human experiences, yet one of the
least spoken about. Nearly all of us will lose someone, but few are
given the time, language, or support to grieve well. That gap,
between how common grief is and how little space our culture makes
for it, is exactly where Michael’s Place has stood for 25 years.

THE SILENCE AROUND ADULT GRIEF 
Adults often feel pressure to keep their grief quiet, brief, or hidden.
Messages like “get back to normal” can lead people to minimize
their pain rather than share it. These expectations don’t lessen grief; 
they lessen support. When adults feel they must grieve privately, 
they lose connection at the moment they need it most.

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS
	 •	 Connection. A place to be seen and understood.

	 •	 Validation. Permission to feel without apology.

	 •	 Resilience. Strength that grows from shared experience.

Grief will always be part of life, but community support makes it 
possible for adults to navigate loss with more stability, compassion, 
and connection.
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When Grief Goes Quiet
Adult grief is often carried in silence. Cultural expectations to “stay strong,” 
return to work quickly, or simply “move on” leave many adults feeling they must 
endure their pain alone. But grief doesn’t lessen when ignored; it settles deeper, 
becoming heavier and more isolating.
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Why Support Matters: 
Community as a Pathway to Healing 

A 2024 study published 
in the Journal of the 
American Medical 
Association (JAMA) found:

1 in 3 bereaved adults 
met criteria for post 
traumatic stress disorder

3 in 10 met criteria for 
major depressive disorder

1 in 5 met criteria for 
prolonged grief disorder 

Many experienced more 
than one condition at the 
same time.

Federal estimates show:
7–10% of adults will 
experience persistent, 
unresolved grief lasting 
well beyond the first year 
after a loss.



STRENGTHENING SCHOOL-BASED GRIEF SUPPORT 

THE GROWING NEED
The demand for school-based grief support continues to rise. 
National and statewide trends show a rise in children experiencing 
the death of a parent, sibling, or loved one, underscoring the need 
for accessible, grief-informed services. Michael's Place is seeing 
this need firsthand, with participation in our school-based programs 
growing every year, including a 28% increase in student participation 
this year alone.

HOW MICHAEL'S PLACE RESPONDS
Michael's Place partners with schools to build sustainable, 
grief-informed support systems. This year, we strengthened 
School Grief Crisis Plans, expanded educator training, and 
enhanced curriculum-based programming, equipping schools to 
respond with confidence and compassion. By embedding these 
resources within school communities, we help ensure more 
students have access to support where they learn and grow.

LOOKING AHEAD
In the coming year, Michael's Place will:

• Reach more students with accessible, school-based grief support.

• Deepen partnerships with schools to strengthen grief-informed
support system.

• Enhance educator training and curriculum-based programming.

• Increase school readiness to respond to grief with confidence
and compassion.

Meeting Students Where They Are 
For many families across rural Northern Michigan, distance, transportation barriers, 
and limited local resources make accessing grief support a challenge. Schools are 
often the most consistent and accessible place for students to receive care, making 
them essential partners in helping children navigate loss.

The Landscape 
of Childhood 
Bereavement:

1 in 11 children in the U.S. 
will experience the death of 
a parent or sibling by age 18. 

Childhood Bereavement 
Estimation Model, 2026

Substance related deaths, 
including overdose, suicide, 
and homicide, now account 
for 2 in 5 parental deaths in 
Michigan, a rate higher than 
the national average. 

JAMA, 2025

In 2023, 42% of all parental 
deaths were classified 
as stigmatized losses, 
leaving even more children 
vulnerable to unaddressed 
grief and social isolation. 

JAMA, 2025
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Our compassionate volunteers make healing possible. By giving their time, care, and 
dedication, they help ensure every in-house program at Michael’s Place is offered at no cost 
to grieving children, teens, and adults. This year, volunteers and interns contributed 
3,550 hours of service – an estimated value of more than $128,000* – bringing hope and 
connection to those who need it most.

THE HEART OF MICHAEL'S PLACE
Our volunteers turn compassion into action,  
bringing hope and healing to those grieving.

WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR 2025-2026 VOLUNTEERS
Chandler	Adams
Don Alford
Bill Anderson
Fred Anderson
Dianne Baker-Hale
Marlene 
	 Baldwin-McCann
Kristen Beckman
Darin Bluhm
Jasper Boomer
Sawyer Boomer
Abbie Broad
Michelle Broad
Carol Brock
Karen Browne
Mike Buell
Krista Cain
Andrea Camp
Rosemarie Canfield
Fin Cole
Inger Cole
Mike Cotter
Jill Coverdill

Marilyn Crandall
Piper Crawford
Marguerite
	 Davenport
Connie Debney
Heather Deegan
Pamela DeMerle
Chris Dennos
Kristy Denny
Janet Denton
Christine Derks
Mary Dillinger
Lilly Doll
Lisa Doll
Emily Erhardt
Robin Flannery
Jane Fochtman
Meghan Frederick
Anthony Gavaldon
Michele Gentry 
Gronberg
Jim Goodall
Kay Goodall

Emily Grof
Dylan Haines
Judy Harrison
Marlee Harrison
Dennis Hoeg
Jen Hoelscher
Ken Homa
Michelle Homa
Carrie Irwin
Emily Irwin
Rita Kane
Lisa Kaupas
Juli King
Jessica King
Mary Kate Klein
Kim Koehler
Harry Kroll
Mary Anne
	 Krzywosinski
Kelly Kuhns
Laurie LaCross
Tim Manzer
Jacqueline Markey

Cathleen Marrow
Michele Marshall
Ming Mays
Jim McCann
Elizabeth (Liz)
	 McCormick
Beth McMall
Marci Michael
Jill Miklos
Courtney Miller
Harper Mohrhardt
Hayden Mohrhardt
Maggie Mohrhardt
Sandra Mohrhardt
Lauren Moon
Doug Morgenstern
Geri Morris
Penny Morris
MSU Federal 
	 Credit Union
Levi Muma
North Bay Produce
Amy Oosterhouse 

Penny (Penelope)		
	 Ort
Robert Ortwein
Gretchen Overbeek
Shea Petaja
Carrine Pomaranski
Kristal Rauch
Christina Ribel
Yasmin Richmond
Tait Ricks
Michael Rohs
Debra Ross
Constance
	 Schneider
Gregory Seman
Karla Shappe
Autum Sikorski
Bill Smith
Rustine Stachnik
Meg Staley
Cindy Stevens
Forrest (Erich) Strehl
Anne Stull

Tyler Telfor
TBA Credit Union
Thompson Surgical 	
	 Instruments
Sid Van Slyke
Paige Waldron
Erin Anderson		
	 Whiting
Danielle Wichern
Jeanie Williams
Mark Wilson 
Roberta 
	 Wilson-Page
Melanie Wise
Bryan Wood
Pat Woods
CeCe Wylie
Karen Zimmerman
Michael Zimmerman
Allison 
	 Zimpfer-Hoerr
Mike Zwarych

* Based on the Current Estimated National Value

A Community of Hope and Healing
Every milestone at Michael's Place is made possible by a community that chooses 
to show up. From dedicated volunteers to generous financial supporters, every 
person plays a vital role in fostering hope and healing for those navigating grief.

In 2025–2026, that support reached new heights through record-breaking 
volunteer engagement, event participation, and extraordinary generosity. 
Together, our community helped strengthen our mission and deepen our impact.
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Celebrating Milestones. Creating Impact.
A Year of Record-Breaking Support. Michael's Place invites you to attend the annual 

Restoring Hope Luncheon. This one-hour fundraising 
event provides a deeper understanding of the 
organization's mission and its impact on the community. 
Join us to bear witness to the stories of those directly
impacted by the work of Michael’s Place.

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2026 • Noon - 1:00 pm
Park Place Hotel Conference Center

Contact us to reserve your seat today at (231) 947-6453 
or events@mymichaelsplace.net. There is no cost to attend.

15th Annual Restoring Hope Luncheon
Truth. Courage. Connection.

$413,040 Raised | 370 Attendees
A record-breaking 370 guests joined us for the 15th Annual Restoring 
Hope Luncheon, where powerful stories of loss, resilience, and hope 
inspired extraordinary generosity. Together, attendees raised $413,040 
in gifts and pledges, surpassing our fundraising goal and helping 
ensure grieving children, teens, adults, and families continue to receive 
compassionate support.

Some Like It Yacht
Celebrating 25 Years of Michael's Place

$56,000 Raised | 400+ Attendees
More than 400 supporters gathered at the City Opera House 
to celebrate Michael's Place's 25th Anniversary at our spring 
fundraiser, Some Like It Yacht. Thanks to the generosity of 
our sponsors, donors, volunteers, performers, and attendees, 
the event raised nearly $56,000, exceeding our goal and 
setting a new spring fundraising record.

JOIN US FOR STORIES OF HOPE & CONNECTION
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Sponsored By:

FINANCIAL GIFTS RESTORE HOPE

Planned Giving and Endowment
Along with immediate gifts that support the mission, 
Michael’s Place accepts deferred or planned gifts that 
help us plan strategically to ensure our programs and 
services remain here permanently for our community.

Please contact our Development Director, Connie Wintzinger, 
for help with your questions at 231.947.6453 or 
connie@mymichaelsplace.net.

Ways to Support 
Michael’s Place

 General Contributions
 Gifts of Stock & Securities

Planned Gifts
Pledge Gifts

 In-Kind Contributions
 Volunteerism



The Gift of Hope
Because of you, grieving children, teens, and adults find hope and 
community when they need it most. Thank you for supporting our mission 
and helping make healing possible.  

THANK YOU FOR THESE TRIBUTE GIFTS:
In MEMORY	

Doris Abbott
Gladys Ann Alford
Mike Ascione
Michael Asiala
John Bader
Rick Bailey
Daniel Baldwin
Joziena (Oma) Ballintyn
Jade Barefoot
Landon Bassett
Beverly Barker
Sue Birko
Jamie Blanke
Patricia Boss-Bruce
Mustafa Bourdkani
William K. Brady (2)
Elaine Brooks
Ann and Bernard Brow
Joseph Browne (11)
Kalee Bruce and 
	 Ted Bruce
Karen Buell
Isaac Canfield
Willis C. Chaffee
Kay Christian
Kevin Connors Crowley
My Mom and Dad
Lisa and Brandon Davis
Samuel 'Sam' 
	 DeKuiper (4)
Ray and Edna 
	 Deneweth, 		
Jim and Mary Pulte, 

and Rick Deneweth

Mike and Barb Dennos
Pat Denny
Mike Deskovitz
Dan Deutsch
Jerry Dillinger (2)
Dusty Doriot
Kurt R. Douglass
Blue Falconer
Julie Janis Finch (2)
Terri Fitzpatrick
Zachary Fochtman
Doug Gauthier
Mike Goggin
Aurea Gonzalez
Brad Graczyk
Dennis Hanson
Jeanette Flannery 
	 and Zach Harder
Mary Sue Hautz
Timmy Hautz
Eric Heinz
David J. Hendrickson
Cassie Hines (2)
Nels Howard
Philip A. Hoyt	
Judy Jacobs
LaVonne Jacobson
Laila Jamil
Eddie Janis (2)
Elaine Jason
Dan Jones
Debbie Kaberle
Clint Kane and 
	 Stephen Kane (2)
Stephen Kane (2)
Clint Kane (3)

Joseph Kauska
Ginny and Bill Kildee
Charlene King
Jes Klausing
Wendy Kotarak
Amanda Kuberski
Al and Loraine Kwolek
Marilyn and Eugene
	 Lautner
Cathy Layman (2)
Mary Therese Levy
Linda Little
Anthony Lucero
Anna Grace Luciani
Melody Ann MacMartin
Bryan Masserant
Gary McMall
Jill A. Mendenhall (4)
Geri Mender
Beechie Miller
William Modzel
Pauline Moffat	
My Mom
Adrian Morris (2)
Dr. and Mrs. Francis 	
	 Needle
Todd Oetjens
Ruby Ogemagegedo
Barbara Orden
John Ort
Mirabelle Ovie
JW Pascoe
Mike Perdue
Althea Petrith
Ingrid E. Phelps
David Piechowski

Art Primeau and 
	 Sherry Pitcher
Eric Spry and 
	 Little Preston
Arthur J. Primeau
Daren Purgiel
Thomas Reay
Juanita Lynn Renaud
Sarah Richardson-Burns
Deborah Ritchie
Martin Ross (2)
Art and Mary Schmuckal
Damon Schopieray (10)
Tyler Schroeder
Bill Schubert
Emily Shagley
Jim Shearer
Michael Chaput and 
	 Laurie Sheldon
Beryl Skrocki (2)
Allison Spencer
Heather Spencer
Dr. and Mrs. Edward 
	 and Elizabeth Stokes
Susan L. Stoudt
Chris Struble
Renee Suggs
Treg Szerlong (24)
Keegan Tarrant
Sammie Taylor
Mary Jane Tellier
Karl Stanfield, Landon 

Bassett, and 
	 Ben Tucker
John Tylutki
Olga VanDeVelde

Joe and Jaye Vecchio 
Michael William 
 Wagoner
Dave Walker
Denise Warrick and 
 Peggy Warrick (2) 
Seth Washington 
Seth Wells
Archer Wheaton (4) 
David White
John James 
 Witherspoon 
Brandon Zimmerman 
Grandpa Al and 

Grandma Lorrain 

In HONOR 

Mike Buell
Mindy Buell
Chris Dennos (4) 
Lisa Doll
Lilly Doll
Kathy Gauthier
Alex Moravec
Doug Morgenstern 
Michael’s Place Staff 
Gretchen Overbeek 
Jim Overbeek
Mark Wilson
Connie Wintzinger
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Dan and Peg Jonkhoff / 		
Reynolds-Jonkhoff 		

	 Funeral Home
John Murphy and 

Sandra Kanaski
Sara Kane
Anna Kane
Marcy Verplanck		
	 and Mike Kanitz
Joseph Jonika and 		
	 Annelle Kaspor
Donald and Pamela 		
	 Kegley
Denise Kelly
Lesley Kennedy
Patrick and Kristine
	 Kernan
Carey Kerr
Lyndsi Keyes
Jessica King
Kingsley Area Schools
Kent Klausing
Kenneth Kleinrichert, Sr.
Tom Klinefelter
Dave and Nan Kober
Jennifer Kuhar
Kuhn Rogers PLC
Kelly Kuhns
David and Mary Kushion
Colleen Kushmaul
Joe and Elena Lackie
Lori LaClair / Natural 		
	 Northern Foods
Benjamin LaCross
Jamie LaFerriere / 		
	 Dave's Garage TC
Jill Lafreniere
Stephen and Alison Lang
Fred and Linda Laughlin
Jack Levy
Warren Cline and 
	 Della Lewis
Lighthouse Café
Shannon Linck
Kathryn Linenger
Zachary Little
Kelly Lively
Local Impact Alliance /
	 Eagles for Children
Kate Longenbarger
Megan Love

Frederick and Kathleen
	 Lubig
Laura Macke
Alexa Magsoudi
Penelope Maleski
Tim and Kerry Maloney
Andy Marek
Jamie and Barbara		
	 Marsh
Elizabeth McAndrews
Jim and Marlene
	 McCann
Sam and Joyce
	 McClellan
Shannon McDonough
Elizabeth McMall / EM 		
	 North Consulting LLC
Meijer, Inc
Natalie Mender
Dave and Kelli
	 Mengebier
John and Alison Metiva
Microsoft Corporate 		
	 Responsibility
Anna Miller
Paul and Catherine		
	 Minster
Sally Modzel
Noelle Moeggenberg
Roger Morgenstern
Renee Morse
Kathleen Moyer
MSU Desk Drawer Fund
MSU Federal 
	 Credit Union
Nancy Mueller
Colleen Mulligan
Angie Muma
Annie Murphy
John and Carole Myre
Sara Hornickand	
Katherine Neihardt
Nancy Johnson and	
	 Tim Nelson
Jennifer Nickerson
Janet Nicola
Lauri and Karol Niskanen
Peter and Victoria Norris
Agnes Ochs
Sandra O'Niel

Optimist Youth 
	 Foundation
Julie Ann Kwaitkowski		
	 and Michael Orden
Nick Osmulski / 
	 North Bay Produce
Jim and Gretchen
	 Overbeek
Carey Owens
Jeff and Carey Owens / 	
	 Max's Service, inc.
Padnos Traverse Bay
Sandra Parkins
Dan and Dawn Pater
Janice Patrick
James Pavelka
Laura Pearson / Laura's 	
	 Cleaning Service
Patricia Melzer and 		
	 Geoffrey Peckham
Dustin Pellegrini
Bobby Peplinski / 		

Cunningham-Limp 		
	 Development Co., Inc.
Michael and Rebecca
	 Peterson
Phillip and Jordan 		
	 Peterson
Elizabeth Petrella
Kenneth Petterson / 

Smith & Johnson 		
	 Attorneys
Jason and Scarlett
	 Piedmonte
Pine River Area Schools
Brigid Plamondon
Kyle Plummer
Ronald and Bridget 		

Popp / R.W. Popp 		
	 Excavating, Inc.
Tom and Ann Post
David Powell
F. Verne Powell
George and Nancy		
	 Powell
Alex and Brittney		
	 Primeau
Liz Primeau
Priority Health
Joseph Quandt

Linda Rea
Tom and Holly Reay
Trattoria Funistrada
Robet Foundation
Kelly and Cherie
	 Robinson
Margaret Robinson
Tom Rochford
Mary Roesner
Lindsey Rogers
Joyce Rogers
Rollin M. Gerstacker 		
	 Foundation
Linda Root
Debra Ross
Martin Ross
Rotary Charities 
	 of Traverse City
Joshua and Kate
	 Rothwell
Mary Beth Ruskowski
Elizabeth Ruskowski
Josh and Deanna 		
	 Russell
Kyle and Naila Russell
James and Verna Sak
Clint and Marily
	 Sampson
Richard and 
	 Patricia Sawyer
Samantha 
	 Schermerhorn
Lori Schmeltzer / 
	 Schmeltzer Law PLLC
Schmidt Community 		
	 Fund
Norman and Catherine		
	 Schmitt
Peter and Megan 		
	 Schous
Dustin and Maeda 		

Schroeder / Walton 		
	 Contracting, Inc.
Gerald Schroer
Sarah Schultz
Marvin and	Mimi
	 Schuttloffel
Serra Motors Kalkaska
Keisha Sexton / Northern 	

Pines Health 
Center PC

Sheren Plumbing 
	 and Heating
Stephen and Peg
	 Siciliano
Scott Sieffert
Lindsay Siegel
LeAnn Skiff
Jeff Smit
Gary Smith
Bill and Mary Smith
Peter and Kris Sneed
Cheryl Snyder
Socks Construction
Albert and Helen
	 Spafford
Tony and Loretta Spata
Douglas and Fern
	 Spence
Sandra Spencer
St. Patrick of 
	 Traverse City
Rustine Stachnik	
State Savings Bank
Lynette Stevens
Katherine Stimac
Derek Stine
Dennis and	 Sandra 		
	 Stockemer
Dan Stoudt
Marsha Stratton
Crystal Thomas 
	 and Geoff Streit
Denise Stroik Ostrowski
Studio Plus
David and Karin
	 Summers
Donna Swallows
David and Lynn Swan
James and Patricia
	 Swanson
Terry and Susan
	 Szerlong
Treg Szerlong 
	 Memorial Golf Outing
Michael and Terry
	 Tarnow
Glenn and Ellyn Tarrant
Tom and Marilyn Taylor
TBA Credit Union

The Art and Mary 		
Schmuckal 		

	 Family Foundation
The Glick Family 
	 Foundation
The Harry A. and 

Margaret D. Towsley 	
	 Foundation
Thompson Surgical 

Instruments, Inc.
Dan and Bridget		
	 Thuente
David Kirby and 
	 Martha Topol
Chris Treter / Higher 		

Grounds Trading 		
	 Company
Dale and Janet
	 Troppman
Trulaske Foundation
Stanley Tylutki
Irene Van Harten
Lori VanAntwerp
Craig Vanderwall / 
	 General Petroleum
Karen and Dean		
	 VanSteenburg
Deon Vaughan
Visa Foundation
Andrew and Mishelle 		
	 Vos
Steven and	Linda Wade
William and Toni Ann 		
	 Wagoner
Walmart Foundation
Walstrom Marine
Ken and Pat Warner
Mike Watkins / Floor 		
	 Covering Brokers
Tim and Cindy Weber
Ray and Micki Weigel
Catherine Weissblatt
Robert Wentland
Mary Ann Wesley
Anne Wesley
Westshore Plumbing 
	 & Heating LLC
Branden and
	 Jessica Wheaton
Andy and Danielle		
	 Wichern
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Gifts that Fuel 
Our Mission

4Front Foundation
Shirley Aboudib / 
	 Advanced 

Chiropractic & 
Wellness LLC

Stephen and Paula
	 Albertson
Bonnie Alfonso
Nate Alger
Dana Allen
William and Nancy Allen
Assad and Sandra		
	 Al-Shamma
Brian Anderson
Fred Anderson
Alan and Pam Anderson
Max Anderson / 

Honor Bank 
	 Commercial 

Lending Center
Anderson's Glen Arbor 	
	 Market, Inc.
Anonymous (22)
Kathleen Ansley
Jeanne Ascione
Shelly Ashmore
Laura Asiala
Auto-Owners Insurance
Auto-Owners Insurance / 	
	 HR Services
Gail Bader
Bank of America 
	 Charitable Gift Fund
Callie Barr
Tyler Bartosh / 

Top O' Michigan 		
	 Insurance Solutions
Rob and Linda
	 Bartosiewicz
Kevin Beaudoin / 

Elemint Wealth 
	 Management

Corey and Stacey
	 Bechler
Betty Beck Neymeiyer
Ron and Gaye Beebe
Beers Family Foundation
Margaret Belyea
Dennis and Rebecca
	 Bigelow
Olivia Bigger
Gregg Bird
Bishop Electric
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
	 of Michigan
Mike and Katie 
	 Bobrowski
Bradley and Terra 		
	 Boeker
David and Cyndi Boesler
Heidi Bolger
Steve and Ann Bollinger
Jennifer Booher
Elizabeth Boomer
Boonedocks, Inc.
Meagan Bottrell
Samer Bourdkani
Margaret Brace
Karen Brady
Tracy Brennen and		
	 Jennifer Brady
BJ	 and Kecia Brick
Curt and Kathy Britten
Robert Brooks
Lynn Brow
Dan Brown
Mike Brown / 
	 BURDCO, Inc.
Charlie and	 Karen
	 Browne
Scotty Bruce / 

Underground 		
	 Cheesecake
Claudia Bruendl
Gary and Nancy
	 Burmeister
Kim Anderson and
	 Chris Bush
James Bussell

BWR Of Traverse City
Cadillac Area 
	 Public Schools
Thomas and Pamela		
	 Caldwell
Warren and Marina Call
Steve and Gina 
	 Cameron
Rob and Molly Campbell
Marcy Campbell 
Rose Canfield
Wayne and Kerry

Carnes / Snap 
	 Printing
Michael and Jessica		
	 Caruso
Cedar Chiropractic, P.C.
Central United 
	 Methodist Church
Cherryland Electric 
	 Cooperative
Stewart Chritton
Sheila Cianciolo
Jane Clements
Janine Coaster
Sandy Coil
Adam and Inger Cole
Brian and Janet Conklin
Steven and Therese
	 Cousins
Jill Coverdill
Douglas and Cristine 		
	 Crew
Donna Daciuk
Rick and Kate Dahlstrom
Loretta Davis
Lyle and Julie Davis
Wayne and Joyce Davis
Dennis and Brenda 		
	 DeKuiper
Linda Delemeester
Connie Deneweth
Kristy Denny / 
	 Auto-Owners 
	 Insurance
Tamara DePonio

Randy and Cathy
	 DeRuiter
Troy DeShano
Angela Dewitt
Maureen DeYoung
Mary Dillinger
Wendi Disbrow
Discovery 
	 Traverse City Tours
Eric Doll
Robyn Doriot
Kathy Douglass
Samuel Dyka
Leisa Eckerle
Debbie Edson
Anna Marie	Egan
John and Robin Ehardt
Rick and Rebecca Ehlers
Elk Rapids Schools
Barbara Elliott
Sheryl Elliott
Keri Enyart
Diane Donley and
	 Bradley Evans
Daniel and Cameron		
	 Farley
Sandra Feldhahn
Kory Felker
Richard and Michelle		
	 Fibiger
Kasey Fifield
First Baptist Church
Steve and Ann Fisher
Brian and Vera Fisher / 

Fisher Denture 
	 Care Clinic
Steven and	Heidi Fite
Jim and Kristal Flateau
Kim Fleming
Lauren Flynn
Forest Area 

Community Schools
Chris Forsyth
Brandy Fox
Fox Motors
Linda Francomb

Frankfort-Elberta 
	 Area Schools
Meghan Frederick
David Freedman
Patrick Friedli /

MDVIP at Bay Area 		
	 Family Care
Shawn Frisbie / 

Denali Custom Homes
Patricia Fulkerson
Peter Gaines
Dan and Sherry 
	 Taylor Galbraith 
Kara Gelven / 
	 Peninsula Properties
Tracy Gibbons
Glen Lake 
	 Community Schools
Chris and Carrie Goetz
Golden Fowler 
	 Home Furnishings
Gualberto 'Wally' and		
	 Carmen Gonzalez
Michael and Angela 		

Goodall / Kitchen 		
	 Choreography LLC
Barbara Goodearl
Cindy Goris / Glen Lake 	

Garden Club
Vicki Graczyk
Grand Traverse Band 

of Ottawa & 
	 Chippewa Indians
Grand Traverse 		

Regional Community 	
	 Foundation
Grand Traverse 
	 State Bank
Jamie Gray
Greenleaf Trust
Burton Jay Griner
Emily Grof
Hagerty Management, 		
	 LLC
Ryan Hamilton
Jeff and Diane Hamilton

Daniel Handley
Alison Hankins
Timothy and Sally		
	 Hanley
Angela Hansen
Janet Hansen
Carolyn Hanson
Janice Harding
Waymond and Angela		
	 Harris
Marlee Harrison
Jim and Melissa Hautz
Agnes Hayden
Michael and Jeanne		
	 Haynes
Katherine Heil
David and Leslie
	 Heimburger
Aaron and Joanna		
	 Heindl
Randall and Judy Heine
Cathy Hendges
Stacy Hendrickson
Chandler Hilton
Karen Hines
Charles Hiotas
Patrick and	Jennifer
	 Hoelscher
Stephen Hohmeyer
Karen Holstad
Ken and Michelle Homa
Trenton and Randi 		
	 Horter
Heather Houdek
Robert Hughes / 

Advantage 		
	 Benefits Group
Stacy Hughston
Ranae Ihme / 

LVR Realty, LLC
Independent Bank
Deb Jackson
Sharon Janis-Rochford
Bob and Rita Jason
Mark Jensen / JenTees
Jimmy John's
Stephanie Johnson

WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR 2025-2026 SUPPORTERS
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Bruce and Beth Wiegand
Ron Williamson
George and Emily
	 Wilson
Mark and Jessie Wilson
Roberta Wilson-Page
 Steve Alles /
	 Windemuller Electric
Katie Winslow
Sandra Witherspoon
Kristi Wodek
Bryan Wood
Woodland School
Joyce and Ronald
	 Wooters
Jessica Young
John and Marylou		
	 Zaloudek
Timothy Zetterholm
Marcia and	David
	 Zielinski
John Zientek / B & Z 
Well Drilling Co. 
			 

Pledges that 
Strengthen 
our Future		
	
Joanie Abbott
Don Alford
Bill and Suzie Anderson
Christal Frost Anderson 
Anonymous 
Jeremiah and Kristi 		
	 Avery
Nicolaas and Rhonda		
	 Ballintyn
Matt and Kristin Bauman
Steven Baumgartner
Elizabeth Beck
Roger and Margo Jo		
	 Behler
Charles and Barbara		
	 Benson

Adam and Marika BeVier 
Ulrich and Janice Binkert
Sharon Bogucki
Mark and Dawn Bondy
Dugan Bradfield
Dan and Lisa Brady
Cyndi Brearley / 		
	 Advanced Insulation 	
	 Systems
Bob and Nancy Brick
Dennis and Shelly		
	 Brodeur
Charles and Karen		
	 Browne
Kirk and Heather Bruce
Heather Bruce / 
	 Marshall and 
	 Bruce Law Firm, P.C.
Mike and Mindy Buell
Susan Cahn
Kevin and Liz Carney
Elizabeth Anne Carney
Jane Cavender
Dawn Chippewa
Steve and Hallie
	 Christian
Matt and Amanda
	 Cozzens
Piper Crawford
Rick and Kate Dahlstrom
Martin and Connie
	 Debney
Pam DeMerle
David Denison
Chris Dennos
Mary Lou Deutsch
Ben and Mary Kathryn		
	 Eckler
Dan and Marsha Edson
Kevin and Stephanie
	 Endres
Thomas and Lori		
	 Erhardt
Bruce Finlayson
Jane Fochtman

Elizabeth Frederick
Cameron and Dawn		
	 Fuller
Amy Gabriel
Sabrina Garland
Branko and	 Diane
	 Gegich
Autumn Gillow
Robert and Joyce		
	 Gingras
Clark and Erin Gingras
Mark and Laurie Girardin
James and Kay Goodall
Pat and Barb		
	 Gordon-Kessel
John and Jennifer		
	 Gorman
Meg Staley	and		
	 Jerrold Gretzinger
Kay Hall
Tom and Betsy Hardy 
Lauren Harris
Brad and Judy Harrison
Juli King and 
	 Dennis Hoeg
Mary Hughes
Deyar Jamil
Charlie Janis
William and	 Susanne		
	 Janis
Billy and Rachel Johnson
Karen Johnston Jackson
Marda Jones
Madelaine Jones
Jason and Shannon		
	 Kadlec
Sara Kane
Lisa Kaupas
Jamie and Paula Jo		
	 Kemler
Mecky Kessler Howell
Brian and Pam Klumpp
Mary Krantz
Kristy Kurjan

Steven and	Stacey		
	 Lamie
Jeff Layman
Ron and Cindy Lemcool
Teri List
Jill Lockhart
Douglas and Lynne		
	 Luciani
Jody Lundquist
Matthew and Jody		
	 Madion
Tara Mager
Mike and Kerry Marsh
Bill and Debbie Marsh, Jr.
Ming Mays
Brett and Rachael		
	 Milliman
Erik Gruber	and
	 Chris Millward / 
	 Blueprint Partners
Greta Miseikyte
Doug and Jennie		
	 Morgenstern
Loyd and Penny Morris
Christopher Morse
Carter and Amy		
	 Oosterhouse
Penelope Ort
Steve and Lisa Peacock
Bobby Peplinski
Travis Peterson
Luke and Faye
	 Pickelman
Angela Pohl
Mark and Carrine		
	 Pomaranski
Cherene Powell
Kenneth Bloem		
	 and Royce Ragland
Kristal Rauch
Laura Reed
John Reineck
Mike and Evelyn		
	 Richardson

Matthew and Adrienne		
	 Russell
John Sak
Patrick Schaffler
Thomas and Lisa		
	 Schermerhorn
Pam Theisin and 
	 Nancy Schlichting
Paul Schmuckal
Paul and Sarah Schmude
Gregory Seman
Derek and Karla		
	 Shappee
Frank Skrocki
Matt and Abby Smith
Charlie Sole
Kenneth and Koleen		
	 Spigarelli
Erica Stegenga
Jennifer Sutter
Bill and Mary Swift
Larry and Sandy 
	 Tiefenbach
James and Janice Tuohy
Jeff Tuori
Sid Van Slyke
Tom and Liz VerSchure
Kay Walker Telma
Brian and Jennifer		
	 Walter
Linda Wheelock
Ben and Erin 
	 Anderson Whiting 
Sara Wilk
John and Connie		
	 Wintzinger
Patricia Woods
Jon and Rachele		
	 Zelinski
Christine Zimmer
Michael and Karen		
	 Zimmerman
Tom Gardner 
	 and Barbara Zupin

In Kind Gifts		

Adventure Island	
Bay Meadows Family 
Golf Course		
Bee Well		
Boots for Kids		
CC Jewelers		
Centre Ice Arena		
Cherry Republic		
City Opera House		
Crystal Mountain		
Dick Family Farm		
Enlightened Living		
Flat Cap Ventures		
Grand Traverse Mall	
Green Door Folk School	
Higher Grounds Coffee	
Incredible Mo’s		
Jacob’s Farm		
Jimmy John’s	
Left Foot Charley		
M-22 Store		
Moomer’s Ice Cream		
Natural Northern		
Old Town Playhouse	
Peace, Love, and 
	 Little Donuts		
Pirate’s Cove		
Reining Liberty Ranch		
Tom Rochford		
Skegemog Gardens		
Sleder’s Family Tavern		
Snap! Printing		
The Crown Golf Course	
The Curiosity Place		
The Discovery TC		
The Homestead Resort		
The Wex		
Toys for Tots		

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CASH BASIS)

R E V E N U E 	

General Corporate & Individual Contributions 	 663,646	

Program Grants 	 101,807	

Fundraising Events 	 71,297	

Program Services 	 38,256	

	 Total Revenue 	 875,006	

 	  	  	

E X P E N D I T U R E S 	  	

Grief Support Services 	 614,165	

Administration 	 95,352	

Facility Rent and Maintenance	 73,058	

Fundraising and Community Outreach 	 70,323	

	 Total Expenditures 	 852,898	

	 Operating Surplus or (Deficit) 	 22,108

General Corporate & 
Individual Contributions 

Program Grants 

Fundraising Events 

Program Services

Grief Support Services

Administration

Facility Rent & 
Maintenance 

Fundraising & 
Community Outreach

8%4%

76%

R E V E N U E E X P E N D I T U R E S

8%

9%

11%

72%

12%

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

Assets	

Checking and Cash Equivalents 	 316,709	

Endowment Fund 	 60,074	

Rental Security Deposit 	 3,250	

Short-term Pledges Receivable 	 212,472	

Pledges Receivable Beyond One Year 	 683,593	

Furnishings and Equipment (net of depreciation) 	 1,190	

     Total Assets 	 1,277,288	

Liabilities and Fund Balances 	  	

Accounts Payable 	 6,814	

Payroll Taxes and Benefits Payable 	 15,832	

Restricted Grant Balance 	 9,000	

Operational Net Assets 	 1,245,642	

	 Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 	 1,277,288	

Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2026

O P E R A T I N G  S T A T E M E N T
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